NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF AUSTRALIA

The Russians are coming!

Colonial Victoria’s coastal

defences

During the nineteenth
century, Victoria constructed
some of the most impressive
coastal defences in Australia.
This was fuelled by periodic
‘Russian scares’, rumours of
war and fears of naval raids
on the gold-rich colony.

Many records relating to
Victoria’s historic coastal

defences are now in the national archival collection. These include
original architectural drawings for the major fortifications guarding
Port Phillip Bay and smaller artillery batteries along Victoria’s

south-west coast.
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