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TOPICS
• Research Overview

• Insights – Cadres, Sappers & Spies

• Where Next? 



RESEARCH QUESTION
• How did the Vietnamese 

communist infrastructure organise
the revolutionary struggle in 
Phước Tuy from 1966 to 1972? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Sub-questions:

What was the organisation, composition and activities of the Vietnamese Communist infrastructure in the province (including internal Party functions, proselytisation, ‘shadow government’ operations, intelligence gathering and counter-pacification)?

How did the experience of the revolutionary struggle in Phước Tuy differ from both Vietnamese communist theory and practice elsewhere in Vietnam?

What (internal) factors account for the persistence and success of the VCI in Phước Tuy province? 




DEFINITION
• US: Viet Cong Infrastructure (VCI) –

“…the political and administrative 
organization through which the Viet 
Cong control or seek control over the 
South Vietnamese people…”

• Vietnamese: There isn’t one! 
• Emphasis on Party’s central role in 

directing the armed struggle, NOT 
as an adjunct 



INTELLIGENCE ASSESSMENTS



AHQ, Background Paper to Viet Cong Military Region 7, TIL 14/70, 1970, p 4-24.





THESIS TOPICS
• Party membership, organisation & direction 

• Armed struggle at local level

• Proselytization & mobilisation

• Shadow government & liberated areas

• Fighting pacification (intelligence & security)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Party membership, organisation & direction covering Party membership, organisation and the political direction of the revolutionary struggle. It will examine the key office holders, including the Provincial Party Secretary, the Province-level Party apparatus, open versus secret Party cells, attempts to recruit new members, as well as addressing organisational challenges such as motivation and morale

Armed struggle at local level - namely district level and below. This chapter will examine the building of the Party’s armed elements, from the part-time village level self-defence militia and guerrillas, through to semi-regular platoons and companies at district level. It will also cover the clandestine special forces or ‘sapper’ units in RVN-held urban areas, such as Vũng Tàu. 

Proselytization & mobilisation The former includes propaganda and education aimed at four main audiences: the enemy (RVN) armed forces and government personnel, the Vietnamese population of the province, the allied armed forces, and the internal Party membership. The latter includes activities by the National Liberation Front and its subordinate associations (eg farmers, women, labour, youth) to mobilise key sectors of the population and direct them towards supporting the Party’s program. 

Shadow government & liberated areas These include representation, taxation, and the provision of basic services, as part of the Communist claim to legitimacy as an alternate government ‘in being’. 

Fighting pacification (intelligence & security) the Communist efforts to fight the Allied/RVN pacification program, including the conduct of intelligence, counter-intelligence and security activities to protect Communist communication and supply networks. 




PUBLISHED SOURCES
• Vietnamese “official” histories

• issues with conformity and interpretation
• wide variety of publications available
• collections in Australia, Vietnam, online



PUBLISHED SOURCES
• Provincial Party Secretaries



VIETNAMESE ARCHIVES
• National Archives Centres

• # 2 – Ho Chi Minh City (RVN records 1954-75) 
• # 3 – Hanoi (DRV records 1945-present)
• these contain government records 

• Not the Party, military or foreign affairs 

• Provincial Archives
• Relatively untouched by foreign researchers 



INSIGHTS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The proposed historical research methodology will be as follows:
• Confirm key concepts and scope of study
• Synthesise available Australian and allied assessments on VCI in Phước Tuy
• Synthesise available Vietnamese Communist sources (in English)
• Translate and synthesise available Vietnamese Communist sources (in Vietnamese)
• Conduct field research in Vietnam (publications, libraries, museums, archives, interviews) (dependent on funding)
• Comparative assessment of Australian/Western and Vietnamese Communist sources
• Analytical conclusions 




CADRES: GEOGRAPHY & LEADERS





CADRES: GEOGRAPHY & LEADERS
1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973

Province

Secretary
Lê Minh Hà 

Bà Rịa Long Bà Biên Bà Rịa Sub Region Bà Long Bà Long

Lê Đình Nhơn Lê Đình Nhơn Lê Đình Nhơn Phạm Văn Hy Phạm Văn Hy

Dep Sec

‘Captain’

Phạm Văn Hy? Phạm Văn Hy ? Phạm Văn Hy ?

? ? Đặng Hữu Thuấn Trần Sơn Tiêu Phạm 
Lạc

?

(1975)

(1975)

(1975)

(1975)



CADRES: PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE
• Secretary (Bí thư)

• Deputy Secretary (Phó Bí thư)*

• Standing Committee member*

• Party Committee member (Tỉnh ủy viên) 
• …in charge of communication
• …in charge of military proselytising
• …in charge of women
• …also Secretary Xuyên Mộc District 
• …also Secretary Đất Đỏ District Committee

• Alternate Party Committee member
• …in charge of youth

• ‘Provincial Captain’ (Tỉnh đội trưởng)
• Deputy Provincial Captain  

• Head Provincial Security Committee

• Standing Committee member
• …also political commissar
• …in charge of government 
• …in charge of people proselytising and Front
• …in charge of organisation 



LÊ ĐÌNH NHƠN 
• 1923: Born in Ha Tinh province

• 1943: Trade Union & Youth Group member, Hanoi

• 1944: Began “secret work” in Biên Hòa-Bà Rịa

• 1945: Admitted to Indochinese Communist Party
• Head of propaganda in Tây Ninh province

• 1947-1954: 
o Head of Information Department, Tay Ninh province
o Head of Propaganda Department, Thủ Biên province

• 1954: Secretary, Thủ Dầu Một province party committee

• 1956-1957: Captured “by the enemy”

• 1957: Officer of the Southern Party Committee

• 1961: Member of Party Committee, (South) East Region
o Deputy of the Propaganda Department

• 1962: Deputy of the Department of Mass Mobilization

o General Secretary, National Liberation Front, South East

• 1965: Standing Member, Party Committee, (South East) Zone

o Head of the Propaganda Department 

o Deputy Head of the Department of Mass Mobilization

• Dec 1966: Secretary, Bà Biên Province Party Committee

o Political Member, Provincial Party Committee

• May 1971: Secretary, Bà Rịa Sub Region Party Committee.

• June 1972: Standing Deputy Secretary of the Party Committee 
of South East Region



PHẠM VĂN HY
• 1931: Born in Nam Hà province

• 1956: member of Rubber Workers Committee in Bình Ba. 

• 1957:  Standing Committee, Chau Thanh District
• Secretary of Rubber Personnel Committee 

• 1959: Member, Provincial Party Committee

• 1961: Worker’s Representative, Province NLFSVN 

• 1962:  Acting Provincial Party Secretary

• Dec 1962: Advanced political class, Nguyễn Ái Quốc 
School (COSVN). 

• 1963: Secretary, Personnel Committee, Long Khanh

• 1966: Deputy Secretary, Long Bà Biên province 
committee

• Oct 1967: Deputy Secretary, Bà Long province

• 1969: Secretary, Bà Long province committee

• May 1971: Deputy Secretary, Bà Rịa Sub Region

• Aug 1972: Secretary, Bà Long province committee

• April 1975: Secretary, Vũng Tàu City party committee 



SAPPERS: 1968 TET OFFENSIVE 

• “The order of a general offensive and a general uprising 
in South Vietnam has agreed that Day N and Hour G are 
set on the New Year's Eve of the Lunar New Year (0 
o'clock on January 31, 1968). Because the Chief of Staff 
of the Province lost the code until early morning on 
February 2, 1968, (only then) did our troops open fire to 
attack Ba Ria Town and other district capitals in the 
province.”



SPIES: INTELLIGENCE & SECURITY
• PLAF Military Intelligence (tình báo quân sự)

• “Central Military Intelligence Bureau” – COSVN element
• “observation post” established 
• Reported to / received direction from “Central Committee” 

• B46 ”technical reconnaissance unit” – SIGINT collection
• Established 1962, in Minh Đạm (Long Hải)



SPIES: INTELLIGENCE & SECURITY
• Ministry of Public Security (Bộ Công An)

• Continuous presence in Phuoc Tuy
• Down to district and commune level 
• 1971: 53 out of 87 communes

• Responsible for:
• Recruiting and running agents
• Counter-espionage (infiltration of Party)
• Elimination of enemy agents (blacklist, warnings, detention)
• Armed protection of senior Party members & HQs

• Xuyen Moc: “eliminated 41 criminals, warned 494 individuals, ….” (1968-72)



WHERE NEXT?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The proposed historical research methodology will be as follows:
• Confirm key concepts and scope of study
• Synthesise available Australian and allied assessments on VCI in Phước Tuy
• Synthesise available Vietnamese Communist sources (in English)
• Translate and synthesise available Vietnamese Communist sources (in Vietnamese)
• Conduct field research in Vietnam (publications, libraries, museums, archives, interviews) (dependent on funding)
• Comparative assessment of Australian/Western and Vietnamese Communist sources
• Analytical conclusions 




WHERE NEXT? 
• For this PhD:

• Q3 2026 – archival research in Vietnam
• Q4 2027 – thesis submitted

• For Vietnam War scholarship:
• Use of Vietnamese language material
• Use of Vietnam National Archives (4 centres)
• Focus on regional and provincial levels



CONCLUSION



THANK YOU

Do you have any questions? 
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