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Presentation Notes
Books -not theses,  not films
Ignores Kiwis
mostly after 2000
Not all included  - beneath this iceberg’s surface is a large body of writing. Ships’ newsletters, unit newsletters, diaries, letters, articles & theses. Some have peaked & disappeared, others growing



The Nobel Prize for Literature has never 
been awarded to a non fiction writer

Is Non Fiction Literature?

Literature is any collection of written work, but it is also used 
more narrowly for writings specifically considered to be an art 

form, especially novels, plays, and poems.

Written works, especially those considered of superior 
or lasting artistic merit.
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Will we ever see a latter-day Charles Bean at this ceremony
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"New military history"

•Broadening Scope
•Methodological Shift
•Contextual Analysis

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
"New military history" (emerging from the 1960s) moves beyond traditional, narrow studies of battles and commanders to analyze war through broader social, cultural, and political lenses, often utilizing multidisciplinary approaches. It emphasizes the "total experience" of war, incorporating the perspectives of soldiers, civilians, and the home front. 
Key aspects of new military history include:
Broadening Scope: Focuses on the impact of war on society, the experience of ordinary soldiers, and the influence of gender and culture.
Methodological Shift: Adopts techniques from social sciences, psychology, and anthropology to examine military institutions.
Contextual Analysis: Views conflict not just as a series of battles, but as a complex phenomenon influenced by political and social structures.
Origins: Initiated in the 1960s, this approach was initially driven by historians like Arthur Marwick and Angus Calder, who sought to study "the people" at war. 
While it has broadened the field, some critics argue it can become too detached from core operational military history, leading to calls for a "comprehensive approach" that bridges the two. 
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Cross disciplinary research project at University College ADFA  and a 1991 Symposium

Peter Pierce  in the first of these volumes reviewed Australian and American literature of the Vietnam War
In the second, published in US, is an extensive but select bibliography on Australia’s Vietnam
In the third, Jeffrey Grey wrote Getting into the books: Vietnam as history in Australia



Categories

Official History
Personal accounts
Unit souvenirs
Long Tan
Agent Orange
PTSD
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Scientists might criticise this as a non-cartesian taxonomy & mathematicians would find the Venn diagram a little unsatisfactory
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The official histories

19951998

1992 1993 2003 2012
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9 vols
The Official History of Australia's Involvement in Southeast Asian Conflicts 1948–1975
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One like Anzac to Amiens, the other sanctioned, it seems, but not by the official historian



There is an important distinction to be drawn between writing by 
former active combatants, which often appeared in the immediate post-
war period and was largely inspired by personal experience of the war, 

and fiction by non-combatants, published considerably later. Each 
new generation must form an image of the wars that have shaped its 
times and must assess the way in which those wars have impacted on 

their own society.
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Geoffrey Davis
https://whisperinggums.com/2022/10/31/monday-musings-on-australian-literature-vietnam-war-fiction/#:~:text=Australian literature about the Vietnam War has,Wyld * Christopher Koch * Blanche d’Alpuget
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Fiction

fiction https://anzlitlovers.com/australian-and-new-zealand-war-fiction/
7.VIETNAM WAR
2009: After the Fire, a Still Small Voice by Evie Wyld
Following the breakdown of a turbulent relationship, Frank moves from Canberra to a shack on the east coast once owned by his grandparents. There, among the sugar cane and sand dunes, he struggles to rebuild his life. Forty years earlier, Leon is growing up in Sydney, turning out treacle tarts at his parents’ bakery and flirting with one of the local girls. But when he’s conscripted as a machine-gunner in Vietnam, he finds himself suddenly confronting the same experiences that haunt his war-veteran father. As these two stories weave around each other - each narrated in a voice as tender as it is fierce - we learn what binds together Frank and Leon, and what may end up keeping them apart.

2014: In My Father’s House by Jane Mundy (Afghan war?)

2015: R&R by Mark Dapin

2016: Seeing the Elephant by Portland Jones

2018: Shell by Kristina Olsson - more about Opera House

2021: Underground, a graphic novel by Mirranda Burton
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Regimental souvenirs 
The Oxford companion to Australian military history effectively defines unit histories as those produced by Army unit associations after the end of each of the world wars. Mostly the units are of battalion equivalent. This definition can be expanded to take into account the histories of units in the other services, namely, ships of the Royal Australian Navy and squadrons of the Royal Australian Air Force.

The most basic histories are simply compilations of reminiscences, poems and copies of newspaper cuttings and official documents.
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Second Wave
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Operational Narrative and Context
Chronological Account: A detailed timeline of the unit’s movements, battles, and campaigns.
Contextualization: The narrative should place the battalion's actions within the wider strategy of the war (e.g., how they fit into brigade or divisional plans).
Specific Engagements: Detailed accounts of major battles, including the objectives, tactics, and outcomes.
"So What?" Factor: Analysis of the lessons learned, tactical, and administrative outcomes, particularly for contemporary military professionals. 
2. Personnel and Leadership
Commanding Officers (COs): Analysis of the leadership, roles, and decisions of the COs, as the battalion often takes its identity from them.
Nominal Roll: A complete list of all personnel who served in the unit.
Roll of Honour: A dedicated, respectful record of those who died while serving.
Honours and Awards: A list of decorations and awards, preferably with the accompanying citations.
Personal Experiences: Anecdotes, quotes, and diary entries that illustrate the day-to-day life, morale, and camaraderie of the soldiers, including the perspective of other ranks. 
3. Administration and Logistics
Unit Structure: Information on the organization, including company, platoon, and support roles (e.g., HQ or weapons company).
Strength and Casualty Returns: Statistical data on the unit's fighting strength and losses.
Logistics and Training: Details on how the unit was equipped, trained (or lacked training), and sustained in the field.
Appendices: Detailed, supporting documents such as operation orders, intelligence summaries, or maps. 
4. Visuals and Supporting Materials
High-Quality Maps: Detailed maps that clearly illustrate the terrain and tactical movements mentioned in the text.
Photographs: Visual,, photographic evidence of the unit in action or in camp.
Sketches and Diagrams: Documents showing positions or defensive layouts. 
5. Research Rigour and Reliability
Primary Sources: Reliance on war diaries, personal letters, and contemporary records rather than just memory.
Proper Indexing and Footnotes: Allowing for easy navigation and verification of sources.
Balanced Narrative: A mix of both the triumphant successes and the failures or, as one source notes, the "lesser moments" of discipline and morale. 
A good war history is ultimately a blend of "proper" military record-keeping and a "human" story, ensuring the unit's sacrifices are not just recorded, but understood and remembered. 



I was enthralled by this story. Its 
telling of leadership, grit and 
determination is long overdue.

2011

Third Wave
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Review by Jim Truscott ADFJ 2011

During the Tet Offensive in Vietnam in February 1968 an Australian infantry company assaulted a North Vietnamese bunker complex. In the longest sustained attack fought by Australians during the Vietnam War the soldiers went forward again and again over three days. Yet the battle passed without any notice in Australia at the time, and the men who fought it were further insulted by higher command's apparent failure to acknowledge what they had done. Above all decorations for their bravery seemed pitifully meagre. What happened? Why did these men fall through the net of our historical memory? In answering these questions Gerard Windsor brings up into relief so many of the individual soldiers who went into this battle.
The prologue about how the author became involved with this very mortal part of Australia’s
military history is thought provoking and the initial chapter on differing memories of the
same combat is distilling. The author takes great care to comment on the problematic nature
of actual memories after such traumatic events: ‘in Australian argot … it is to meet listener’s
expectations’. There is some further explanation of these differences, as the contact reports
were not written up until three weeks after the battle, such were the bush-time demands on
the company and platoon commanders.
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Smaller Units
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Smaller Units



A Good Unit History
Index
Nominal Roll
Casualties
Awards
Bibliography
the Enemy
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I. Origins & Formation (The "Why" & "Who")
Establishment: When and why the unit was formed (e.g., WWI, WWII, specific conflict).
Recruitment & Identity: Where members came from (region, state) to build a local/territorial spirit.
Training: Initial training, location, and special skills acquired.
Command: The first commanding officers and their background. 
II. The Unit in Action (The "What" & "How")
Campaigns & Operations: A chronological narrative of major deployments and engagements.
Key Battles/Actions: Detailed accounts of significant moments, including objectives, challenges, and outcomes.
Leadership & Tactics: How commanders led, specific strategies used (e.g., flanking maneuvers, defensive lines).
Sub-Unit Focus: Highlight actions of platoons, companies, or sections within the larger unit.
Technological Context: How new equipment (tanks, artillery) affected their fighting. 
III. Life in the Ranks (The "Human Element")
Daily Life: Camp life, morale, routines, food, and leisure.
Challenges: Hardships, weather, supply issues, illness, and combat stress.
Interpersonal Dynamics: Bonds between soldiers, officer-NCO relationships, cultural aspects.
Anecdotes & Stories: Personal accounts that humanize the experience. 
IV. Legacy & Remembrance (The "Aftermath")
Post-Conflict Fate: Disbandment, re-organization, or conversion.
Honors & Awards: Unit citations, medals for bravery.
Memorials & Reunions: How the unit remembers its service.
Enduring Impact: The unit's place in military or national history.
Key Structural Principles
Chronological Flow: Generally follow a timeline (Origins -> Action -> Legacy).
Hierarchical Detail: Start broad (Division) and zoom in (Battalion, Company, Platoon).
Humanize the History: Use personal stories alongside strategic overviews.
Contextualize: Explain why things happened (political, strategic reasons). 
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Personal Narratives
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Individual narratives - i have picked a dozen



Regional History
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Juvenile
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How can the Vietnam War be made relevant to 
Australian children? 

Juvenile
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https://www.alea.edu.au/members-centre/book-reviews/novels/My-Australian-Story-Vietnam/ 
Deborah Challinor (2015)
Lindfield: Scholastic Press
How can the Vietnam War be made relevant to Australian children? In her novel, Vietnam, Deborah Challinor has adapted her academic knowledge of this war into a diary spanning September 1968 to January 1970. The diary is written from the point of view of Davey Walker, who turns thirteen during this time. Davey is in the middle academic stream at school and surfs his Newcastle, NSW, beach with his mates Johnno and Pete.

The late 1960s are sketched by frequent updates on songs and bands in the Top 40, such as The Beatles, Rolling Stones, Creedence Clearwater Revival and some (less popular with Davey) country music; TV shows such as The Beverley Hillbillies and Homicide; playing the game Twister; the musical Hair and slang such as ‘bonzer’. The Apollo 10 Moon landing in 1969 is one of the major global events and the angst and mixed feelings about the Vietnam War are flanked with vignettes of hippies, protests and feminism.
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Agent Orange
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Agent Orange



The Protest Movement & Conscientious Objection

2021 1999



The Fourth Estate
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Plays
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Plays
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Battlefield Tourism
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Tactical Analysis
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Tactics 
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RAN & RAAF
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The experience of an anti-Vietnam war 
protester who later chose to meet Vietnam 
veterans and listen to their stories.

2022

Recollections
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https://whisperinggums.com/2022/10/28/biff-ward-the-third-chopstick-tracks-through-the-vietnam-war-bookreview/ 
The third chopstick is another personal book, but one that’s not so easy to classify. I would describe it as hybrid memoir-creative nonfiction. Memoir, because it’s about her experience as an anti-Vietnam war protester who later chose to meet Vietnam veterans and listen to their stories. And creative nonfiction, because, although nonfiction, it uses some of the devices of fiction to engage its readers. These include hinging her story around one particular vet, Ray, whom she describes as her “muse”, her “archetypal veteran”, her conduit, perhaps, to “the missing piece”. His story, combined with his powerful presence, gives the book its compelling, narrative drive.
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Reacceptance
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Welcome Home!



2008

Ethics
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VCs

1998
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Leadership & Command
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Humour in Uniform



2025??
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The pits -Humour, anecdotes
Wm Hedgecock? or India Minar?
Australians In Vietnam War: Australians Tours Of Duty In South Vietnam: Why Not The Local People In High Regard By The Aussies
by Wm Hedgecock
same cover
Australians In Vietnam War: Australians Tours Of Duty In South Vietnam: Discover Journey Of Duty Australians In South Vietnam
by India Minar




Problems
Desktop publishing
Vanity publishing 
Print on demand
Digital only 
Design
ISBN, Deposit copies
The strategic corporal



Green Holes? 

• Regional Biographies
•Biographies of Commanders
• Credibly integrated enemy accounts
• Third generation works
• Cultural understanding
•Training for the war
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A Peter Stanley expression - what we don’t have yet
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We’re at Victoria Barracks in 256-310 St Kilda Rd Southbank - open 5 days a week from 10am to 5 pm - ring ahead (9282 5918) to notify us & bring photo ID- we’ll sign you in
Any questions?



www.rusivic.org.au
secretary@rusivic.org.au
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And so you can email us if you wish – there are brochures for those who would like to take one!
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